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Let us make every effort, then, to devise specific and insightful ways of practising charity and the works of mercy. The social 
character of mercy demands that we not simply stand by and do nothing. It requires us to banish indifference and hypocrisy, 
lest our plans and projects remain a dead letter. We are called to promote a culture of mercy based on the rediscovery of 
encounter with others, a culture in which no one looks at another with indifference or turns away from the suffering of our 
brothers and sisters. The works of mercy are “handcrafted”. The culture of mercy is shaped in assiduous prayer, in docility to the 
working of the Holy Spirit, in knowing the lives of the saints and in being close to the poor. We cannot forget the poor: this is an 
injunction as relevant today as ever, and one that compels by its evangelical warrant. May our communities reach out to all who 
live in their midst, so that God’s caress may reach everyone through the witness of believers. This is the time of mercy. The Holy 
Mother of God always looks upon us with her eyes of mercy. She is the first to show us the way and to accompany us in our 
witness of love. As she is often shown in works of art, the Mother of Mercy gathers us all under the protection of her mantle. 
          (Pope Francis – Misericordia et misera) 

 

A social cooperative of Amici del Sidamo 
The 28th of April 2017 the social cooperative DoMani was 
born. Was it necessary, considering all the cooperatives 
already existing? Yes, it was, because this is a project of Amici 
del Sidamo. DoMani is a type-A social cooperative offering 
services. It should respond to the great need of migrants 
reception in our country nowadays. Migrants are the most 
despised people today. They are traitors for their own 
countries they escape from, in search of a better life, refused 

by the country they dreamt of, abused in those lands they 
pass through during that suffering which bring them from 
Africa to our coasts. Migrants are bothering us because they 
are the evidence of an unfair world we live in. It is better to 
leave some things where they are: poverty, oppression, lack 
of opportunities and expectations. As long as they stay there 
in Africa they don’t bother me, but as soon as they come 
here we can’t pretend nothing happens, because they 
threaten our wellness. DoMani wants to be a comfortable 
home, a place where you can feel protected and safe. You 
don’t need to distrust, defend, hide, but you can simply be 
what you are. DoMani is a proposal for real integration, not 
only “I teach you how to live in Italy”, but also “tell me who 
you are, where you came from, what your expectations are, 
and we will find some space for you here”. Migrants have to 
be seen as treasures in culture and experiences, not just 

empty containers to be filled. DoMani won’t take care just of 
hospitality. The real challenge is to accompany them the 
social life in Italy, to let them have a space, to let them sit at 
the table with people that are doing well, and have their 
possibilities. In other words, to share with us. It seems 
strange today to think that those opportunities can be found 
here in Italy. There’s pessimism everywhere, as there 
couldn’t be any solution to the problems of the world. For 
the migrants we are a dream coming true, instead: maybe 
we should think about it. Future will be of those who take it 
up: and the cooperative DoMani will be part of that future, 
starting from now.       (Sebastiano - Brescia) 

 

A dream for DoMani 
To grow up among Amici del Sidamo means to make choices, 
little choices at the beginning, which become bigger as you 
grow up and more involved. Some of us choose to leave for 
Ethiopia, for an indeterminate time, to spend a life for the 
poor people there. Somebody else stays here in Italy but 
keeps dedicating time, money, head and heart to the group, 
to support volunteers in Ethiopia with economic resources 
and friendship. This desire of spending their life for other 
people leads to change their definition of volunteers into laic 
missionaries. It is no longer an experience, but a real life 
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choice. Some of us coming back to Italy, involved friends 
asking those questions: Can we be laic missionaries here in 
Italy? Can we find a new way of being part of the group Amici 
del Sidamo as adults? From these questions came the 
answer DoMani, a social cooperative as instrument for all 
who feel like starting a new path. The cooperative’s 
headquarters are in Bologna. It’s creating as its first project a 
hosting community for unaccompanied minor refugees. It 
will make a dream come true for all those people looking for 
a new way of being close to poor people. DoMani could be a 
springboard to Ethiopia, a place where young people can 
grow up and launch themselves preparing for a missionary 
experience; it could be for adults and whoever came back 
from Ethiopia a place where we can keep spending ourselves 
according to the values shared among Amici del Sidamo. 
These are just dreams, but the experience in Bologna is 
telling us that with Providence and a bit of folly, together 
dreams can come true! We should just believe it! (Paolo and 

Lucia, Bologna) 

Against the tide 
“Why” is the question that friends and relatives have been 
asking us these days. Why do you choose to renounce your 

career and a safe job? WE married six years ago, have a 
happy life with three marvelous children, a house and a job. 
WE live and work, spending our life in this society which is 
more and more changing: cultures are coming together and 
crashing at the same time, people escape from wars, hunger, 
hate, and the weakest and poorest people are those who 
always risk at the most and experience the worst. We started 
looking around us and at ourselves, and thought about the 
steps in our lives: volunteering as Amici del Sidamo, as young 
kids at the beginning, then with bigger responsibilities as 
adults and as a family, our experiences in Ethiopia. All this 
lighted up a fire, a strong desire, aware that a life spent for 
the weakest people is the best choice. But sometimes this 
fire dies out, trying to find an economic stability while 
running a family. It’s a hard but right searching for tranquility, 
but we run the risk of giving up our dreams: so we shared 
our feelings with friends, and made a choice. In this cynical 
and selfish world, we go against the tide, we affirm with 
words and acts that we don’t agree. It’s a difficult path, a leap 
in the dark! We are looking for a different light: some others 
found it before us, and they didn’t lose themselves! 

(Angelo and Margherita, Bologna) 

 

    
Agreement among Bologna diocese, the Servants of Mary and DoMani to use for 3 years a part of the Retreat of Ronzano. In order: 
1) the bishop of Bologna Monsignor Zuppi; 2) Angelo signature, chairman of DoMani, beside father Pietro, provincial of Servant of 
Mary; 3) the group after the agreement, in the middle Father Massimo, episcopal vicar for the charity. 

 
Who are unaccompanied minor refugees? 
They are those foreigners under 18 years old who arrive here 
in Italy, young boys the project is oriented to. Lately there’s a 
great need of taking care of those people in Italy and 
particularly in Bologna, too. The Italian law protects them 
more, being minors, and for this reason we have a great 
responsibility. They will stay at the centre until their coming 
of age, it’s therefore important to create and take up together 
an educational path to let them achieve a good level of 

independence through formation and integration. It could 
have been much simpler to host adult people, but we felt like 
responding to this urgency. We are waiting for young boys 
coming from sub-Saharan Africa and Asia: they are refugees 
asking for international protection, landed to Italy after a long 
and tormented journey. We’ll have to be capable of 
understanding them, help them and launch them into a new 
hopeful experience.  (Giacomo and Alessandra, Bologna) 

 

 

For the Sidamonews, You can send  articles, letters and pictures to the following e-mails: 

vinci.patr1@gmail.com e/o ipatracci@gmail.com 

 SidamoNews is available on: www.amicidelsidamo.org 

 
 

 

“If the dream about a peaceful world will be shared by many of us, if we give value to migrants’ and refugees’ experiences, the 
human race will become more and more a family, and the earth a real home for everybody” (John Paul II) 

The quote 
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