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December 2017 - Ed.N°63 - XXXIV year from the creation of the organization 
 

The mystery of incarnation is a gift to be offered and not to be kept hidden inside our hearts. We have to give and share the joy 
we receive, to make everyone’s path less hard. The Lord always bless you all    (Abba Sandro) 

 

Open the doors! 
There’s a recurring question I always ask myself at the end of 
a difficult day or a frenzy afternoon: am I here in Ethiopia just 
to open doors? The Don Bosco Youth Centre, where I live and 
work, is so big: the building has got two floors with many 
locked rooms: we commonly say “try before you trust”, as 
some of the 500 young boys and girls are not exactly angel 
faces, sometimes they steal something or enter rooms they 
shouldn’t; so I often spend my time running here and there 
to unlock the library before study-time, open the paddock for 

the cook, open the playroom’s door to get some balls for the 
children. With all these rooms and doors to be locked and 
unlocked, whoever keeps the keys has also got the power. 
Donato always keeps at least 4 sets of keys, and me, some 
keys for those rooms I always use, but I always keep them in 
my pocket, and they remember me my responsibility. I’m 
not here to be the doorman, but still to open these doors is 
an instrument to open myself to others! To open the door 
for those who want to spend some time playing football in a 
safe area, for those who want to read and do homework, for 
those who want to help with Ejisera Project and earn some 
money. To open these doors means to stay with those 
people with spirit of service. And you? When and how are 
you a “door” for others? Your daily routine, with friends, 
parents, mates and also with strangers you meet 
everywhere, could be an occasion for sharing and 
confronting, or even inspiring and conditioning other 
people’s lives. What kind of “door” would you like to be? A 
locked door, which doesn’t let feelings and relationships 
pass? A half-closed door, which only lets little things pass 
through? Or a door wide open, which allows everyone and 
everything entering? What kind of door would you like to be? 
 

(Stefano from Mekanissa - Addis Ababa) 
 

Jolanda 
We have come once again! After the summer experience, 
Amici del Sidamo came once again to Jolanda in November, 
for the calendar week-end. It has been a week end full of joy, 

meeting close or distant friends, an occasion to meet local 
people and families, too….a magic week end! The most 
beautiful gift of this year was in particular the opportunity to 
meet up with kids of the middle school, who participated in 
our work, after an event organized at school. It was not just 
about keeping a promise, it was more, like seeing their smiles 
and their happy eyes, even after a hard time walking in the 
fog and in the cold with people shutting the door on your 
face. The answering or not answering of the doorbell didn’t 
make the difference at all: it was the enthusiasm, the desire 
to stay and work together, to share and feel the fatigue, the 
good fatigue of spending time for someone else, for 
someone else in Ethiopia. Then the theme of the evening 
was the Dream: that dream or impulse toward something we 
think it’s out of reach, but maybe it’s not. That dream we 
sometimes put aside because we are too rational and we 
have to accomplish other designs for our daily routine. The 
Sidamo’s group helped us to recover that hope, that sense of 
trust in our dreams, to prepare for this Christmas in the best 
way: dreaming without fears! Let believe in our dreams, we 
are not alone, and together, we can! 
 

(The group of Jolanda-Ferrara) 
 

Let’s follow our dreams 
In Maya’s thinking there are 7 cardinal points: up, down, left, 
right, backwards, forwards and the path you are dreaming 
about. And this is probably the reason why I decided, 5 years 
ago, to move to Ethiopia. Following your dreams should be 
a given, like left, right, up, down etc… The event of a new 
social cooperative in Bologna is the inspiration to dream 
beyond your own nose.  Among the young girls and boys at 
the centre there will certainly be coming some Ethiopian: for 
each Ethiopian who will be welcomed in that centre, I hope 
one of you, Italian people, will come to Ethiopia and live with 
us for two weeks, some months or years. It’s a very 
demanding request, but you must put aside doubts and 
compromises to make your dreams come true. We worked 
hard for three weeks here at Nigat, and we managed to have 
a new electric wiring and this is a little dream coming true 
and that I would have never thought possible. Every night I 
went to bed tired but so happy to work all day with cables, 
lights, plugs, electric panels and it was a great gift. It is part 
of a path I’m dreaming and realizing. The philosopher Franco 
Bolelli writes that “everything must be done at our best, the 
best song, the best book, the best sex, the best project, 
everything. We should only do things we will be proud of”. 
There are so many things we do because it’s right, because 
it’s convenient, because it’s funny… but there are also things 
you do because you feel you will be proud of them, and these 
will be your best choices, projects, relations and actions. 
 

(Luchino from Addis Ababa) 
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What makes me feel happy? 
This is a difficult question, and answering that question 
requires time and space for ourselves, which sometimes it’s 
hard to find. But we should focus on the most positive and 
beautiful things in our life. We try to answer to that question, 
especially after the great week-end we experienced 
together. First: your faces! Some staying with us for the 
whole week-end, some just dropping by, some others writing 
because they couldn’t be there. Second: faces among the 
community and the families that hosted us and offered us a 
good meal after our hard work. And last but not least, that 
faces we worked for: people from Ethiopia who our 
volunteer friends care for, every day. The sky above us, which 

protects us all and looks down at the world, reflects in 
people’s faces around us, and when we feel loved, when we 
achieve an important goal in our lives, when we grow up and 
learn in a crucial “moment of being”, we can understand 
what really makes us happy! We hope we all helped each 
other making this step forward, and for this we thank you! 

(The group of Cernusco) 
 
 

Groups are introducing themselves: 

Brescia 

This group is probably the most historical one among 
Amici del Sidamo. Its members are different, for age 
and experiences, and this is for us a treasure. The older 
ones bring wisdom, some bring Ethiopia with them, 
the younger ones listen and launch themselves. What 
makes us so close at most, is our desire of being here, 
of being a real presence and a testament of how 
beautiful it is to spend your time for all those people, 
abesha, we met in Ethiopia. The group meets once a 
week, on Tuesday evening. We discuss the work to do, 
the week-ends we can participate in, we talk about the 
activities for a new group of kids at school. We have so 
much to think about, because every week we choose to 
reconfirm our dedication to those friends living far 
away. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Christmas in Gambela 
How do people celebrate Christmas here in Ethiopia? 
Ethiopia is a half- Christian and half- Islamic country, so we 
have got celebrations for both parts. We have just celebrated 
the prophet Mohammed’s birth, on 30th November, which 
is national holiday, and we will celebrate Christmas on 7th 
January; there aren’t long holidays, just that particular day, 
and that’s also because New Year’s Day will be on 10th 
September of next year, 2011. There isn’t any snow here, 
people here have never seen snow in their life, temperature 
goes from 40°C at daytime and 24°C at night. There isn’t any 

Santa Claus, people have never heard about him and don’t 
have money to buy presents. There aren’t any Christmas 
trees or decorations: people use wood to make fires and 
cook, and they don’t have electricity. There are no nativities, 
just the old tradition of the performance of Holy Jesus’ birth. 
There is no feast on Christmas Eve: after Mass on Christmas 
Day, we celebrate together with some cornmeal mush and 
meat. Of one single thing we are sure here: Jesus Christ is 
coming. Every year Jesus’ birth is to be seen not just that 
day, but every day, in every child here. We just have to 
recognize him! 

(Abba Filippo from Gambela) 
 
 
 

http://www.festivaldellamissione.it/ 
“Mission should be the thermometer of our being Church” 
(card. Bassetti) 

 
 
 

Amici del Sidamo on YOUTUBE 
Subscribe to the new Youtube channel of Amici del Sidamo. 
 
Stay tuned on news and films from camps and Ethiopia. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqgIGVYkdHii2ir9ezc
YmQA  

 

http://www.festivaldellamissione.it/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqgIGVYkdHii2ir9ezcYmQA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqgIGVYkdHii2ir9ezcYmQA
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  Foto dai campi 

 
Varese – calendars camp 

 
Varese – solidarity dinner with 48 volunteers, young and adults, they served and attested to 200 people 

       
    Brescia: panettoni Sidamo          Cernusco: calendar camp             Jolanda d.S: the evening of the camp 

 

Events … 
 27 Dec: winter camps start 

 11 Jan: coordianation meeting in Milan 

 14 Jan: adult meeting  

 19 Jan: Long time volunteer meeting (ZTL) 

For the Sidamonews, You can send  articles, letters and pictures to the following e-mails: 

vinci.patr1@gmail.com e/o ipatracci@gmail.com    SidamoNews is available on: www.amicidelsidamo.org 
 

 

“What we have seen made us thrill.” (Two young boys come back many times from Ethiopia) 

The quote 
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