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SIDAMONEWS 
 

June 2017 - Ed.N°59 - XXXIV year from the creation of the organization 
 

 
Against signs of death and chaos WE MUST OPPOSE signs of love and peace. We couldn’t remain silent, to pretend nothing 
happen. Do not act in our place, loving the ones near us, building serenity and pece around us… maybe It is a sin very often we 
realize we are doing neither.         (Abba Sandro) 

 
 

A daybreak that doesn’t fit to me 
Some friends told me Saturday in Reggio Emilia was a day of 
collaboration and we could also extend our working area, 
achieving a resounding success in our districts, too. Marco 
and the group had been thinking about the theme: how 
communication is more and more the instrument to impose 
our voice and point of view and not to listen other’s opinions. 
And how the southern part of the world can’t freely express, 
and how often the news we get are misrepresented or not 
really understood. Dialogues are more and more often 
monologues, and who talks more is the winner, even when 

we don’t know anything about the topic we are talking about. 
But where was I that Saturday? I was doing something else, as 
often happens when there are working week-ends. You get 
out from a disco at the breaking dawn and you feel that dawn 
is empty, that those evenings don’t belong to you anymore, 
they were part of your past and you feel a sense of 
emptiness, even if you have known and talked to so many 
people. Then what can you do? You want to be there! And 
you drive your car back to Reggio Emilia, you just arrive for 
breakfast and you find hospitality at once. Friends and 
families and so much work, work, work, work… What a life! I 
lost that day before, which was worth sharing and 
experiencing… but it was all I could do this year: just for an 
hour, an evening, a day, let’s go to a working camp, even if it’s 
far away, even if it’s hard and tiring…once you are there, it 
won’t seem so distant.            (Mimmo from Reggio Emilia) 

 

How to become an Instrument 
I called out God! I asked him: let me become your instrument, 
we’ll see how you can do that! God acts in silence and you 
don’t realize it. I was cool and relaxed: a normal job, some 
sport, the usual commitment inside our Sidamo’s group. I 
could easily go on like that. But someday, coming back from 
an intense working week-end, you feel something inside and 
it doesn’t go away, it spurs you to do something more. And 
after a while you feel an energy you have never felt before. 
Then you ask friends, you want to get some opinions, they 
firstly test you, then they give you some advice. You have so 
many fears but that “something” pushes you to fight against 

your insecurity, your comforts. To fight against your thoughts 
about how much all this is crazy and how better it would be 
to make yourself comfortable and live your daily routine. You 
find your own parents against your choice; you can risk your 
job. But in the most crucial moments I felt unexpectedly calm, 

and I always knew what to say. I couldn’t bet on that, just 
because I know how I am… but then you find out that your job 
is safe, that your family supports you, even if that implicates 
some sacrifices. You realize you are His Instrument. I have 
some fears about my travel and my life in Ethiopia, but I feel 
good, I know that this is the right time and place, that 
volunteers will be there to support and help me with my 
difficulties, that I will give a part of me to people who need it. 
And they will be for me, for the next few months, street 
children in Addis Abeba as much as anyone I will have the 
pleasure to meet.    (Vinci from Sesto) 

 

The rain season in Pugnido 
Winter has come: the rainy season. We have rain almost 
every day, teeming and heavy, so much that streets and 
country have already been flooded, and the river Gilo has 
overflown. It’s time to use our boat to sail it and visit the 
villages along the Gilo. In the meantime final exams have 
started, and we hope everything is going to be alright for 
them, we hope our students will get good results, to finally go 
to university or to the preparatory school. Our activities keep 
going on every day: Holy Mass, catechism, nursery school, 
soup kitchen, oratory… We have just put back in order our hall 
and showed a movie. We bought benches, curtains, video, 
and we can now show a movie for children every Saturday. 
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Last Saturday there were more or less 1000 young boys and 
girls coming from Pugnido. We inaugurated two water springs 
in two different villages. This is always a precious gift you can 
give to people from these villages, who can finally draw 
drinkable water, thanks to many benefactors who support us. 
Now the rain has come, people are more tranquil and in 
peace, but we have to face other problems inside our group, 
a cultural problem: when a man marries a woman and they 
have children and a job, they can provide to the family all 

necessities such as home, food, clothes…but when a man 
marries a second woman and they have other children, he 
can’t look after all them, and relatives come to ask for 
money… it’s a vicious cycle, because men try then to earn as 
much money they can, and they stop working honestly, values 
in which they believed don’t count anymore, workers leave 
our mission to find more profitable jobs, they steal or become 
alcoholic. We are trying to meet them, to support them and 
find a solution together, but to give hope is not so easy. But 
we are here to share happiness and difficulties, to help each 
other. 

(Abba Filippo from Pugnido, Gambela) 
 

Sidamo is growing 
 

Congratulations to 

Elena and Matteo! 

Just married! 
 

 
 

Did you know that… Abobo: 15 
years of service among the people 

 
 

 

Don’t let anyone steal you the joy of 
evangelization 

Mission in the Church is born from the encounter with Christ 
(cf. Phil 3:12-16). The One sent by the Father now sends us. 
He is the one who calls us and sends us. Jesus is the centre of 
the mission of the Church. As his disciples, you are called to 
be women who work assiduously to transcend yourselves, 
oriented toward the encounter with the Master and the 
culture in which you live. Missionaries are required to be 
bold and creative. The convenient criterion of “it has always 
been done this way” is not valid. It is not valid. Think again 
about the aims, the structures, the style and the methods of 
your mission (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, n. 33). We are living at a 
time when we need to rethink everything in light of what the 
Spirit asks of us. This demands a special look at the recipients 
of the mission and at reality itself: the gaze of Jesus, which is 
the gaze of the Good Shepherd; a gaze which does not judge, 
but which perceives the presence of the Lord in history; a gaze 
of closeness, to contemplate, to be moved, and to stay with 
the other as often as necessary; a profound gaze of faith; a 
respectful gaze, full of compassion, that heals, frees, and 
comforts. This special gaze will make you courageous and 
creative and will help you always to search for new ways to 
bring the Good News that is Christ to all. Missionaries are also 
asked to be free people, living without anything of their own. 
I never tire of repeating that comfort, sloth and worldliness 
are forces that prevent missionaries from “going forth”, 
“departing”, setting out, and ultimately sharing the gift of 
the Gospel. Missionaries cannot walk with their heart full of 
things (comfort), with their heart empty (sloth) or in search of 
things which are extraneous to the glory of God (worldliness). 
Missionaries are free of all this dead weight and chains; 
people who live without anything of their own, only for the 
Lord and for his Gospel; people who live on a constant 
journey of personal conversion and work unceasingly 
towards pastoral conversion. Missionaries are asked to be 
people inhabited by the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit who 
reminds the disciples of all that Jesus said to them (cf. Jn 
14:16), who teaches them (cf. Jn 16:14-15), who bears witness 
to Jesus and leads the disciples, in turn, to bear witness to him 
(cf. Jn 15:26-27). Missionaries are asked to be docile to the 
Spirit, to further his action, the “wind” that propels towards 
the most unimagined places to proclaim the Gospel there. In 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
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such obedience, one is called to grow continually in this 
docility, to become capable of perceiving the presence of 
Jesus in so many people rejected by society. Lastly, 

missionaries are called to be prophets of mercy. As prophets 
of mercy, proclaim the forgiveness and the embrace of the 
Father, a source of joy, serenity and peace (cf. Misericordiae 
Vultus, n. 2). No one in the Church walks “alone”. Nurture 
amongst yourselves a spirit of encounter, the spirit of family 
and cooperation. I shall conclude by offering to you as an 
example for your mission and for your service to the poor the 
icon of the Visitation. Like the Virgin Mary, set out in haste — 
not the hastiness of the world, but that of God — and, full of 
the joy that dwells in your heart, sing your Magnificat. Sing 
the love of God for every creature. Proclaim to today’s men 
and women that God is love and can fill the heart of those 
who seek him and who let themselves be encountered by 
him. 

 
(Pope Francis, may 26th 2017)

  Events … 
 24 June: 12H of Sport in Cernusco (Milan) 

 24-25 June: adult meeting in Jolanda (Ferrara) 

 01 July: Vinci departure (Bosco Children – Addis) 

 02 July: Donato departure (Mekanissa – Addis) 

 02 July: summer together camp in Jolanda (Ferrara) 

 02 July: waiters camp near Brescia 

 02 July: summer together camp in Lizzano (Bologna) 

 4 July: coordination meeting in Milan 

 7 July: Luchino departure (Nigat – Addis) 

 22 July: mass for expedition for ethiopia in Bagnolo 

Mella (Brescia) 

 22 July: camp in Isolaccia (Sondrio) 

 25 July: Ethiopian expedition departure 

 06 August: camp in Jolanda (Ferrara) 

 06 August: camp in Stazzona (Sondrio) 

 23 August: Ethiopian expedition return 

 01-03 september: summer camp for responsibles 

 16-17 september: 2 days for Youngs (Milan) 

 23-24 September: Harambeè meeting in Turin 

 24 September: Meskerem feast in Milan 

 

 

For the Sidamonews, You can send  articles, letters and pictures to the following e-mails: 

vinci.patr1@gmail.com e/o ipatracci@gmail.com e/o frocca86@gmail.com 

SidamoNews is available on: 

www.amicidelsidamo.org 

 

 
 

 

“To be there with them counts.” (Maria Teresa) 

The quote 
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