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SIDAMONEWS 
 

January 2017 - Ed.N°54 - XXXIV year from the creation of the organisation 
 

Dear friends, the beginning of a New Year is a great opportunity to have a break and think about 
the journey of our life. As in every journey, we must pack. What would you put in your case to start 
this new year? I can suggest: the knowledge of one’s own limits, the courage for our choices, the 
beauty of generosity, the greatness of hope for the future, the capacity of being optimists, the 
difficulty of being friendly and kind with other people, especially those who give troubles, the 
humility in asking forgiveness for our faults, the desire of honesty, the gift of being loyal and 
coherent, the treasure in God’s words, the happiness of being with God, of knowing you are doing 
your best to be as He wants you to be. And you? What would you suggest? I wish you a year full of 
peace and love. Yours, Abba Sandro. 
 

 

A miracle in Apricaccia 
A miracle in Apricaccia (Aprica and Isolaccia) has been 
repeated once again this year, despite all the doubts about 
time, dates and availability. In the end there have been 
organized days in Bormio and in Aprica, with a lot of work to 
do, great and appreciated activities and a lot of people 
participating, or even just going round. This is the miracle: 
people came to be at disposal, everyone gave something, 

everyone came with a positive attitude and you could really 
breathe a familiar atmosphere. We will remember the 
people we met while working and their stories; we can’t 
forget those friends who took care of us as a real family, and 
the salesians: it was hard to cover and fill all necessities and 
duties, but we felt a wish to be there, to share, even if 
Apricaccia is so far away for many of us. You feel a happiness 
which is bigger than tiredness, which rouses to bigger 
purposes. Somebody did that!  (Apricaccia’s Dream-Team) 

 
 

 
I’m just 18 years old, this was my first time in Aprica. I was 
determined to live such an experience and I was incited by the 
idea of dedicating my time, energies and fatigues for some 
others, for other friends who live in difficulties. This 
experience is unique because you can make new friends, and 
cement other friendships. There was so much work, but we 
started with enthusiasm and we worked hard. We were a 
fantastic group and we lived unforgettable moments, and 
very lively days. There was a warm welcome and hospitality, 
at home and at work. I was a bit timorous at the beginning, 
but it was really an occasion for being part of something 
bigger, which It was worthy to spend myself for.  

(Stefano from Milan) 
 

Time shared 
During the week working in Reggio Emilia I learnt how to 
organize my time, that sometimes seems so huge, and 

sometimes almost invisible. On 31st December I shared my 
time with needy people, starting with the canteen for Caritas 
and then spending some hours at the station, with homeless 
people. It was an intense experience, time went fast but I 
lived every second of it. I worked in stalls, in removals, in the 
storehouse. I felt Ethiopia so close, thanks to many moments 
dedicated to Africa and to the “Street”. I lived happy and 
serious moments, it was beautiful to stay all together and 
work in a group composed by different people who had 
always in their hearts and minds a common reason to work 
hard. I was lucky to meet boys and girls who did their’s very 
best and persons responsible who guided us into this fantastic 
experience. Thank you! 

(Anna from Arese - Milan) 
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What is time? 
Time is one of the biggest gift we have ever received for free. 
God doesn’t ask for it back, He doesn’t bring it up, He simply 

gives it for free. And we spend life running after it, fighting 
with it. We plan our days filling free time with all sort of 
activities, we always take shortcuts to save time, to complete 

our duties in time. Bu we don’t have all the time in the world 
to study, to work, to do what we like, we are not eternal 
beings and we don’t have control over time. Time rolls by. We 
live with the illusion of being the masters of time, and with 
the anxiety of losing it. But time doesn’t exist when we hug 
each other, chat, help someone. You can run and pretend not 
to see others, but even if you saved the time of a smile or a 
chat with a friend, and always come in time, what is the point? 
What would you get? I’ve learnt that the greatest time is the 
time you give: if you use your time to listen to lonely people, 
to look at someone, this is not wasted time, but time you are 
intensely living. We are often hidden behind a “there is time, 
I can do that later”, but it’s just an excuse not to be involved. 
But we are here, now! Not later or tomorrow. This is the time 
of our life!   (Margherita from Vimercate- Monza) 
 

Sidamo is growing up! 
Welcome and best wishes to Lucia, Paolo, Giovanni and 
Giacomo for Anna’s birth, on 17th January 2017!! 
 

Do You know that… 
An Italian delegation of textile machines producers is going to participate to the next Multi-
Industry Addis Chamber International Trade Fair (ACITF). The delegation will show products 
as services, manufactures, machines, during the fair taking place at the exhibition ground in 
Addis Abeba from the 23rd of February to the 1st of March.  To make this Italian participation 
stronger, a memorandum with Ethiopian Textile Industry Development Institute has been 
signed in 2015, to create a working centre where textile workers can be trained by qualified 
and expert specialists. Ethiopia is emerging as worldwide textile centre and clothing industry 
http://www.ethpress.gov.et/herald/index.php/news/national-news/item/7321-italy-to-participate-

ethiopian-textile-machinery-expo 
 

A next summer proposal 
The SYM (Salesian Youth Movement) proposes a pilgrimage to Palestine again. This year it would be a bit different, from the 10th 
to the 20th of August, and for young people between 18 and 35 years old, and especially for those who had never the occasion. 
It will be essential, with just a backpack and a sleeping bag, we will stay in institutes and schools which will accommodate us. 
There will be two groups, 50 persons each. We will leave all together, we will separate during the way but have some moments 
in common. The most exciting moment will be the night we will spend at the Holy Sepulchre. Sidamo’s groups participated in 
2009 and it could be really great to live this experience all together! 

http://www.mgslombardiaemilia.it/category/pellegrinaggio-estivo/ 

  Events … 
 7 feb: coordination meeting 

 10 feb: summer camps preparation (Parma) 

 11-12 feb: woodcutter camp near Varese 

 17 feb: Long time volunteer preparation meeting 

 19 feb: Youth forum in Milan 

 25-26 feb: Responsible-Volunteer camp in Sesto 

San Giovanni (MI) 

 7 mar: coordination meeting 

 11-12 mar: collecting camp in Suzzara (Mantua) 

 17 marzo: Long time volunteer preparation meeting 

 18-19 mar: Collecting camp in Oggiono (Lecco) 

 24 mar: summer camps preparation 

 25-26 mar: Collecting camp in Ospitaletto (Brescia) 

 
 

SidamoNews is available from www.amicidelsidamo.org and FB “In missione – Amici del Sidamo” 
 

 

'We have worked, we’ve done our turn for the poor, now it's up to someone else ...' No! Here the path begins, not ends ... 
(Abba Elio Bonomi) 

The quote 
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