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Easter is almost here and, after the joyful period of 

mercy and forgiveness, here we are, ready to 

triumph of Life over Death

The Greeks, during t

Christ is Risen

remind us of the great love with which Christ radically changed our lives: we were dead in our sins, now 

we’re alive, new creatures in Him, who won over sin with His death and Resurrection.

How can we therefore make this joy a visible aspect of our eve

First, we must be aware of the great gift that we received, 

Father in His immense Love.

If we’re aware of this, let’s stop wearing frowns, being sad and having long faces, and let’s

into open smiles

Let’s transform

for whoever is in need, without expecting anything out of it.

good and helpful to others.

And let our joy not be too clamorous (som

Let’s discover once again the joy of 

Happy Easter!

 

First Steps in Ethiopia

Hi! How are you? You know what? I miss you! I feel you’re near, 

walking with me in this unique place. 

I’m fine, and very happy. This is the best choice I’ve ever done

Initially, during my first days here, I must admit I was afraid. I was 

here, but I wasn’t sure that this was the right choice.. It isn’t

same as when you know that after a while you’ll 

with your friends, your family, all your stuff...  It’s different when 

you’re here without knowing when you’ll go back. And so I was a 

bit worried in my first days here, I was afraid I might have

blunder! Don’t worry, 

however, because you 

don’t risk seeing me 

soon actually... By the 

fifth day, all these 

thoughts had already 

disappeared and I 

started feeling at home, 

feeling that I am in the 

right place, peaceful and 

happy. Even among the 

kids! At first I was 

scared... They’ve grown 

up, they’ve changed... I 

didn’t know how to approach them... I was asking myself: do they 

remember me? What are they thinking of me? So

shy, I didn’t know what to do... Slowly slowly, however, we started 

getting closer and recognizing each other... And I love them so 

much... They make me laugh, they’re full of energy... with their 

problems and their attitudes, of course, but they look simpl

fantastic to me... They’re super tenkolegna, but they’re unique. 

only worry at the moment is that I might never be able to learn 

Amharic. Help!!! It seems like I’m no more used to studying.. How 

can it be? I graduated just a few months ago..

working anymore? ahahah .. Who knows, maybe sooner or later I’

understand what they tell me... I’m currently having 

lesson every day at arat kilo, then I normally spend the rest of the 

day here at “Bosco Children”, and sometimes at 

made - I must say - a positive impression on me... meaning that I’m 

really happy to go there... I like working there. It’s not easy at all 

and sometimes, to be honest, I find myself struggling 
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Easter is almost here and, after the joyful period of Lent, when we experienced the joy of

mercy and forgiveness, here we are, ready to experience the joyfulness of the Resurrection, the 

triumph of Life over Death.  

The Greeks, during the weeks following Easter, used to greet each other with

Christ is Risen», «Alleluja, Christ is really Risen!». The Resurrection becomes part of the everyday life

remind us of the great love with which Christ radically changed our lives: we were dead in our sins, now 

we’re alive, new creatures in Him, who won over sin with His death and Resurrection.

How can we therefore make this joy a visible aspect of our everyday life?

First, we must be aware of the great gift that we received, a totally free gift of grace

Father in His immense Love. 

If we’re aware of this, let’s stop wearing frowns, being sad and having long faces, and let’s

open smiles, reflecting the inner joy that we want to share. 

transform our joy into service, constantly engaging in little good deeds

for whoever is in need, without expecting anything out of it... just for the pleasure of doing something 

good and helpful to others. 

And let our joy not be too clamorous (sometimes it seems that the more

Let’s discover once again the joy of silence, of listening to each other and to the O

Happy Easter! 

 

First Steps in Ethiopia 

Hi! How are you? You know what? I miss you! I feel you’re near, 

This is the best choice I’ve ever done. 

during my first days here, I must admit I was afraid. I was 

was the right choice.. It isn’t the 

same as when you know that after a while you’ll be back in Italy, 

It’s different when 

you’re here without knowing when you’ll go back. And so I was a 

bit worried in my first days here, I was afraid I might have made a 

didn’t know how to approach them... I was asking myself: do they 

What are they thinking of me? So I was acting a bit 

I didn’t know what to do... Slowly slowly, however, we started 

each other... And I love them so 

much... They make me laugh, they’re full of energy... with their 

problems and their attitudes, of course, but they look simply 

but they’re unique. My 

only worry at the moment is that I might never be able to learn 

Help!!! It seems like I’m no more used to studying.. How 

I graduated just a few months ago.. is my brain not 

Who knows, maybe sooner or later I’ll 

I’m currently having a two-hour 

every day at arat kilo, then I normally spend the rest of the 

, and sometimes at siddist kilo, which 

a positive impression on me... meaning that I’m 

really happy to go there... I like working there. It’s not easy at all 

struggling to hold back 

tears... When I see those little children and I think about their 

future, at what they’re not going to have, at their lack of affection, I 

feel tears coming to my eyes and I wish I wasn’t so powerless... 

particular, every time I see adoptive families playing with some of 

the little ones, I really can’t be fully happy for the child who has 

been adopted, because, almost immediately, it makes me think of 

the others, those who are not ‘adoptable’.. What about them? 

Who will take care of these little creatures? What can be done? 

And you??? What are you waiting for?

here! These children need you, they need us.. I try but I can’t make 

it alone! We need young and enthusiastic people!!!

We’re waiting for you!!! Let me go back to the school.. A big hug to 

you!!! 

(Tere, from

Stay cautious or dare to risk?

Nowadays we try to get insured against everything, everybody is 

ready to accuse others for anything and everything. Millions of 

upon us to let it act. These words may soun

when you try to put them into practice in 

yourself in situations in which you

following ideals that demand from

any protection, then something big must happen to give you

strength to go on with this project.

beside you there’s a friend ready to support you with reassuring 

words, then you can do it. We had the chance to have
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en we experienced the joy of our Father’s 

the joyfulness of the Resurrection, the 

he weeks following Easter, used to greet each other with these words: «Alleluja, 

The Resurrection becomes part of the everyday life, to 

remind us of the great love with which Christ radically changed our lives: we were dead in our sins, now 

we’re alive, new creatures in Him, who won over sin with His death and Resurrection. 

ryday life? 

a totally free gift of grace given to us by our 

If we’re aware of this, let’s stop wearing frowns, being sad and having long faces, and let’s change them 

engaging in little good deeds in our everyday life, caring 

for the pleasure of doing something 

etimes it seems that the more ‘chattering’, the less true it is). 

, of listening to each other and to the Other. 

 Abba Sandro   

le children and I think about their 

future, at what they’re not going to have, at their lack of affection, I 

feel tears coming to my eyes and I wish I wasn’t so powerless... In 

particular, every time I see adoptive families playing with some of 

be fully happy for the child who has 

been adopted, because, almost immediately, it makes me think of 

the others, those who are not ‘adoptable’.. What about them? 

Who will take care of these little creatures? What can be done? 

? What are you waiting for??? Come on, we need you 

here! These children need you, they need us.. I try but I can’t make 

it alone! We need young and enthusiastic people!!! :-))) 

We’re waiting for you!!! Let me go back to the school.. A big hug to 

Tere, from Bosco Children-Addis Abeba) 

Stay cautious or dare to risk? 

Nowadays we try to get insured against everything, everybody is 

ready to accuse others for anything and everything. Millions of 

Italians risk their money to 

make money on a regular 

basis. We members of 

‘Amici del Sidamo’, 

however, against what 

should we protect 

ourselves? And what are our 

risks? Our dear abba Elio, as 

usual, has something to tell 

us: “We have filled our lives 

so much with ‘prudence’ 

that we’ve ended up totally 

excluding Providence... it’s 

upon us to let it act. These words may sound easy and exciting, but 

them into practice in your life , and you find 

in situations in which you have to make important choices, 

following ideals that demand from you to be ready to risk without 

hing big must happen to give you the 

strength to go on with this project. It isn’t an easy step but, if 

beside you there’s a friend ready to support you with reassuring 

had the chance to have abba Elio as  



 

a friend, pulling us, exhorting us to make this step. He was able to 

detect some potential among our deepest weaknesses. We 

accepted to risk on his word, we left a group where we were 

feeling comfortable, with many friends, in order to start a new 

adventure. And here we are, after almost thirty years, trying to 

answer this question. By then, we didn’t ask each other what we 

were risking. We just had trust, and that’s it. Now we’re very 

thankful that we did it: it was the path that God, through our 

friends, showed us - we’re certain of this. And He led our whole 

family into this path. It hasn’t always been easy (especially when 

our children were affected by the risks of our choice). There are 

still problems, but each one of us in their own way, with their 

weaknesses and their gifts, create their own path, although often it 

isn’t a smooth one. And that’s the best part of it! If we hadn’t been 

personally called to do something new, probably we would have 

comfortably stayed where we were, protected by our old friends. 

However, only those less accommodating friends who put you on a 

track, tell you ‘Go!’, and ‘You can make it!’, are those who will 

really let you make this step, and make a difference. So being 

‘Amici del Sidamo’, in Italy or Europe, implies tough choices, but 

not impossible ones, when they’re made together with friends who 

accept the risk with you and protect you at the same time. Saying 

to a friend: ‘Go!’ means that you’ll have to be there for him at all 

times, forever! The path becomes a feasible one for all, even when 

the fear of taking a risk is blocking us. Our friends in Ethiopia, with 

their children, are an example to us! God manifests Himself 

through our friends and reassures us. All the best on your way!  

 (Maurizio and Emilia, Brescia)   

 

 

A week together 
Once again everything started with a dream.. the dream of living our 

everyday life together, giving ourselves a space of deeper 

communion as a group... We talked about it with somebody who 

already had this kind of experience... We have cautiously taken care 

of what is more important; our moments together, our prayers..  

Everything started with a common dream, such a strong one that it 

has become a common aspiration, a deep one, that has activated us 

more than ever.. 

We have made it real this week. We’ve decided to share our 

everyday lives, and feeding ourselves of the times and spaces of the 

others, and do it in an oasis of prayer, guests of a family that is 

engaged in serving the parish community by taking care of a 

particular space next to the sanctuary along the canal. 

During our days there, we’ve tried to experience different 

dimensions: being a community, being “Amici del Sidamo”, and 

praying.  We’ve chosen this deep experience in order to grow as 

individuals and especially as friends..  

It’s nice to see how all these things become new dreams and new 

aspirations to cherish, and at the same time, they already represent 

some achievements.. Little steps, really little, but still worthy.. as 

they come from a great desire that has the colour and perfume of a 

shared dream... In the words of Doni, who came to see us with 

Mario: ‘Making small but sure choices little by little has made me 

free, step by step I’ve walked on this path’. Step by step, making 

small choices with a lot of trust. That’s how we can get to know each 

other in depth, walk together for real, make important choices, and 

love until the end. We’re happy of the way we’ve lived these days.. 

Some of us also had the chance to take part in the youth retreat, 

which really was a precious moment.. ‘The way we feel it, this looks 

really like our home, our place, that gives us motivation and 

discourages us from ever looking back. There’s a deep sense of 

sharing, and prayer. There’s also planning and a lot of thinking in it, 

without which our actions would be empty. We feel that we’re 

growing a lot by doing this, and our friendship is also growing and 

becoming a movement towards the other, the poor, the youth.’  

(Cernusco GROUP) 

Coming SoonComing SoonComing SoonComing Soon    
• 5-9 April: Camp for Dispo in Varese 

           Working Camp in Suzzara (MN) 

• 5-10 April: Retreat of Volunteers in Ethiopia 

• 15 April: Milan marathon 

• 14-15 April: camp in Calvisano (BS) 

• 21-22 Aprile: MGS festival in Parma 

• 5-6 May: Camp in Sondrio and Bologna S.Cuore 

The last word to… 

Walk with your feet on the earth, and let your heart dwell on high.      (don G. Bosco) 

Did you know that … 
Bill Gates, with his foundation “Bill and Melinda Gates”, has opened an office in Addis Abeba. On his first visit to Ethiopia, Gates noted that 

his foundation support in Ethiopia has been worthwhile, with the health sector, one of the two channels the foundation provides financial 

support and donations, registered a marked improvement. Gates, who was here in Ethiopia for the first time on a two-day visit discussed with 

government officials and stakeholders on the Foundation's activities regarding the health and agriculture sectors in the country. He said that 

Ethiopia is the third or fourth major beneficiary of his Foundation during a press conference he gave for local and foreign journalists. He 

further said that the health extension program has created a lot of access to health services.  A lot of positive things are happening in 

Ethiopia, Gates said, adding that the decrease in child mortality rate, the increase in the vaccination coverage and the case of malaria 

displayed this fact. Gates said that he will strengthen his foundation’s support to the agricultural and health sectors, while noting that he did 

not come to announce any new additional package. 

(Abstract from “The reporter” – 31/03/2012) 
 


