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May the Resurrection not remain only a 

beautifully narrated event, but let it be a daily 

experience of a new life of hope and joy. Happy 

Easter! I entrust myself to your friendship and to 

your prayer… I love you dearly! 

May God overbless you, always.     (Abba Sandro) 
 

A Friend and a Brother 

Some days ago I received an invitation: “Tere, will you please write 

a few lines on the occasion of Fr Sandro’s 1
st

 Death Anniversary?” 

At first I thought it was an easy thing to do, but now I realize it isn’t, 

because in reality it compels me to stop, to remember… and 

remembrance brings back thoughts and feelings, a long friendship 

story from the times of Sesto, and then Bologna, up to here in 

Ethiopia, where the answer to the same call and the choice of a 

common Love: God and the poor. Every important moment of my 

life has been enriched by his presence, of his particular capability of 

paying attention, of his faithful and essential style, attentive at 

details, up to the end. I miss Abba Sandro and I know that all his 

friends, confreres, the young, families, children, with whom and for 

whom he had lived many years here in Ethiopia… miss him too! 

Today such a remembrance changes into a hymn of praise and 

thanksgiving: special THANKS to God, our Loving Father, for having 

placed Abba Sandro in my and our lives. Thanks to YOU, Sandro, 

brother and dear friend, for having shared your life with us. In hard 

and difficult moments of suffering you helped us to stick to what is 

Essential and to HIM, in whom you had placed all your hope. In this 

moment the remembrance of you takes us to your style of life. 

Your example has marked the way; your courage and your 

testimony of Faith help us to focus our direction towards what 

really matters and to use our energy to continue to bring and give 

Life to our brothers, especially the little and the poor ones 

               (Tere -Mekanissa) 
 

Remembrance Does Not Fade … 
Dear Abba Sandro, one year has already passed since our last 

encounter. Time runs fast here, but the remembrance of you does 

not fade away. Your being fully Salesian among us, your dedication 

to the little ones and to the poor, your fidelity to the Gospel, your 

searching and deepening of The Word, your will to bring It to 

others, your deep sense of belonging to the community… all these 

and many others are still alive and present among us. We have 

known you as a young priest first and then as  Director: you were. 

Your wish ‘To do well all the good you can’ was always present in 

your heart. In the mission of Mekanissa we have shared together 

moments of joy, of awaiting, but also moments of difficulties and 

of suffering,  carried away by your great faith and your strong wish 

of sharing.  You  were our elder brother, who understood a need 

even before it was formulated. You were the one on whom we 

could always count. You were the one who said things straight, 

without passing through others. You used to knock at out door and, 

while eating a piece of chocolate or slice of sausage, you would 

appreciate what we were doing, but you would not miss the 

chance of an open confrontation and you would always propose of 

a… a few more steps” You taught us never to give up, to look 

always forward, to put our trust in God, to believe in Don Bosco’s 

dream, to be faithful… you proved it in your life and you continued 

to witness it during your ferocious disease. Thank you for all that 

you have given us and for all the good that you still make us 

experience from where you are now...            (Cri, Max e Giulia 
Sennait - Varese) 
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Last word to… 

“We must not be afraid of goodness or even tenderness!” 

(Pope Francis) 


